
Summer 2018 dialog A publication for supporters of the  
Southern California Counseling Center

Our 2018 Gala Honoree
Beth Hallman, RN 
of The California Wellness Foundation

Our 2018 
Annual Report



Oh, The Places We Went! 
Gala 2018 was the night to remember for SCCC 
donors, volunteers and staff!

[Above] Counselor Melanie Handelsman with 
husband Mark and Counselor Renee Rousselot
[Below] Counselor Beatrice Schreiber passes 
appetizers as the evening kicks off.

[Above, left] President Judy Belk of The 
California Wellness Foundation introduced 
the evening’s honoree, Elizabeth Hallman.  
[Directly above] Michael Manzo of SCCC’s 
Outreach Programs and a graduate of the 
Community Counselor Certification Course.
[Far left] Past SCCC Board member Erin Orias 
with longtime Board member Lora Fremont 
surveying our great turnout. 

[Above] Event Honoree Elizabeth Hallman, MBA, 
RN, spoke eloquently of serving those in need.

On Saturday, April 28, SCCC volunteers, supporters and staff came together for a 
great evening at  ALCHEMY in Palms, raising $184,000 on behalf of affordable men-
tal health services for all.  A small army of volunteers transformed ALCHEMY’s any-
thing-but-ordinary printing facility (generously provided at no cost for the evening) 
into a magical space for sharing, dining and celebration. Elizabeth Hallman, MBA, 
RN, a Board member at The California Wellness Foundation, served as the evening’s 
honoree; she was introduced by the foundation’s president, Judy Belk. For a number 
of years, SCCC has benefitted greatly from the foundation’s generous support and 
Ms. Hallman’s commitment to SCCC’s Trauma Training and Services efforts.
          Marianne Diaz also introduced Michael Manzo, who provided a stirring 
account of his decades-long journey at SCCC— from RAGE Group participant, to 
Community Counselor Course graduate, to paraprofessional facilitator now working 
in Watts.  A hearty thanks to all of you who have contributed your time, talent and 
efforts on behalf of those we serve.



[Above] Gala evenings bring together old friends and alumni  
of the Center, including, from left, Kathleen Gray, Board member 
Mary Ann Rosenfeld, Board Chair Margo Peck and Molly White. 

[Above] Outreach Director Marianne Diaz, center, with from left, Outreach 
Counselor Raquel Serrano, Program Coordinator Melinda Vyvyan and the 
evening’s riveting testimonial speaker, Michael Manzo.

[Above] Nancy Steiny, center, shares a good laugh with, 
Lara Harris, left, and past board member Katrina Dornig, 
both alums of the Center’s training programs.  

[Above] Alumni Adrienne Tien and 
Tracy Dickerson.

[Above] Longtime SCCC supporters, from left, Marilyn 
and Roger Wolk with Denise Toberman.

[Above] Assistant Clinical Director  
Marisa Ice and her husband, Todd, 
joined the festivities.

[Above] Alum Eliza Steel attended with her 
sister, Sabrina Steel. 

[Above] Board member Mary Ann 
Rosenfeld enjoyed the festivities with 
her husband, Sheldon Kadish.
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2017 By The Numbers
Annual reports offer the opportunity to look at what we’ve accomplished and chart a path forward as a 
community. Our volunteers, Board and staff are most proud of the work of 2017 and important steps we’ve 
taken to expand upon our strategic successes of the past few years. Our Psychiatry Program has hired a 
second psychiatrist which doubles the program’s capacity for 2018.  Dr. Lucy Sloninsky joined Dr. Eleanor Curry 
in providing psychiatric services at SCCC. She also brings fluency in Spanish, which further strengthens the 
program’s capacity. We continue to train more individuals in Watts to deliver local counseling services in the 
community in which clients live. In fact, our impact in South Los Angeles has fully exceeded our expectations; 
so much so that we signed a lease for dedicated space on the WLCAC campus to deliver both group and indi-
vidual counseling.  We hope you will join us in celebrating these accomplishments, and look forward to more 
exciting growth and change in the months and years to come.

86 % of every dollar we raise supports 
direct services for clients in need

Our volunteers deliver more than  
$2.7 million of donated mental  
health services each year

97 % of clients we surveyed would  
recommend SCCC to friends or family

91 % of clients report being better 
able to handle stressful situations
98 % report being more aware of 
feelings, thoughts and actions
84 % report being more able to 
manage difficult feelings

Service Locations : 	 Mid-City  •   Watts  •  Koreatown  •  Public Schools  •  Online

Public Support and Revenue 
Donated Services              $  2,720,025
Progam Revenue  	        833,011
Contributions 		         183,188
Grants 		                        345,044
Special Events 		         206,512
Investment/other income	            181,011
Total Public Support 
and Revenue 	                $ 4,468,791

Expenditures
Program	                $ 3,804,635
Fundraising  		         257,929
Administration  		        349,005
Total Expense                     $  4,411,569  

2018 represents another year of great strides forward in expanding and deepening the services we 
provide. Lots of hard work and thinking outside the box have resulted in new models, approaches and 
partnerships, from trauma treatment and recovery services in Watts to access for our clients to low-cost 
legal, dental and vision services in Koreatown. We are training more and more individuals from local com-
munities all over Los Angeles and beyond  to deliver counseling services and support in their own com-
munities. As we make ever greater investments in staffing, new tools, technology and procedures, SCCC 
has expanded to reach more and more individuals and families in need. As we move through the rest of 
2018 and into 2019, we expect our impact through innovative models and remarkable tools, such as our 
WeCounsel online portal, to become even greater. For all your support, you have our deepest thanks.

Robert Mendelsohn 
Clinical Director

Gail Wilburn
Executive Director
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SCCC Supervisors
Massi Abadi
Kathie Adams
Armin Baier
Brandi Bakewell
Ren Barnebey
Lyra Barrera
Lin Benedek
John Berndt
Ali Borden
Douglas Brayfield
Aaron Buckwalter
Lisa Cash
Tali Catz
Laura Collura
Lee Conger
Michele Conklin
Kim Cookson
Katie Corrigan
Clay Crosby
Virgil Day
Marianne Diaz
Michael Dishon
Barbara Dreyfus
Mojgan Farazian
Estelle Fisher
Jonathan Flier
Linda Franco
Natalie Friedman
Stefanie Funke
Karly Gilbert
Caryn Greenhut
Doug Hales
Yisraela Hayman
Hilary Henson
Nicole Horton
Marisa Ice
Teresa Jones
Dana Julian
Sharon Kane
Carol Kaye
Clara Konzevik
Jesse Lainer-Vos
Joni Lavick
Gene Lichtenstein
Gwen Lotery
Stephanie Macadaan
Bonnie Mark
David Marsten
Alyssa Mass
Robert Mendelsohn
Alicia Murray
Sherry Nafeh
Margo Peck
Kane Phelps

Brenda Rappaport
Jeanette Raymond
Janis Rosenberg
Mary Ann Rosenfeld
Lea Roussos
Savannah Sanfield
Robert Santos
Seth Schulweis
Friedemann Schulz
Michelle Seely
Jessa Sherman
Jennifer Sleeper
Riley Smith
Charlotte Spiegelman
Nancy Steiny
Janet Taylor
Marcia Teichman
Jonathan Vickburg
Angela Wallace
Sum-Yee Wang
Gail Wilburn
Mark Winitsky
Cheryl Woodruff
Fountain Yount
Larry Zucker
Andrea Zuckerman

SCCC Counselors
Alex Abramowicz
Danielle Adler
Angela An
Megan Attore
Consuelo Ayo
Cristal Baker
Nicole Barab
Mary Barbour
Monique Beltran
Maria Berbeo
Jesse Berkin
Meagan Blatter
Melanie Bomar
Carley Briggs
Sheila Brittain
Pilar Brooks
David Brown
Stephanie Bulger
Nicole Burns Henderson
Nicola Butler
Michael Castagnetto
Emily Cervini
Rachel Chapman
Mallorie Collier
Laurel Collins
Elise Corvo
Laura Cotterman

Allison Crooks
Anthony David
Nikki Demeter
Sydney Dieudonne
Ciuin Doherty
Rebecca Doppelt
Hannah Elins
Diana Faydysh
Danielle Feinerman
Nathaniel Flatt
Nicole Folmer
Dimitrios Gatsiounis
Tanya Gaum
Samantha Gennuso
Garland Gerber
Sally Gibbons
Marni Glick
Diana Godinez
Owen Graham
Arianne Groth
Michael Guziejka
Benjamin Hall
Marie-Claude Hamel
Melanie Handelsman
Vanessa Harvey
Giselle Henry
Kathryn Heymann
Ariel Hirsch
Perranesha Holifield
Jim Holland
Phyllis Holland
Adrian Hopkins
Phyu Htut
Ann Irmas
Darren Janger
Monique Jansen
Brigitte Knight
Natalya Kuzmicheva
Kristina Labadie
Virginia Laney
Jennifer Larkin
Darby Latshaw
Dora Lee Leon
Deseree Licuot
Jamilla Lightner-Cedeno
Veronique Lin
Alexandra Lippens
Nicholas Lodato-Thompson
Joy Long
Shahrzad Mahmoudi
Lauren Malkasian
Brittny McCarthy
Maureen McGlynn
Maryrose McMahon
Sarah-Elizabeth Melvin-McCann

Lonny Miller
Kathryn Miller
Jay Moore
Christine Mourad
Korin Nadelle
Murali Navaneethan
Michelle Neman
Frances Nova
Kevin O’Bryan
Ngoc O’Rourke
Susan Pelletier
Evan Perlo
Nicolle Perras
Syd Peterson
Michael Pierce
Alexandra Pinkus
Jeffrey Rabin
Raven Rose
Clory Rossi-Shewan
Renee Rousselot
Michelle Sargent
Avigail Schotz
Beatrice Schreiber
Dene Selkin
Matthew Shima
Leah Smith
Diane Stone
David Strah
Yonat Swimmer
Thomas Szabadi
Katie Szymanski
Caroline Taylor
Evan Teitelbaum
Paulina Trujillo Perez
Erin Valente
Larisa Villa
Erica Walker
Lisa Walton
Eric Weiss
Kristen Welke
Yuliana Whitaker
Gail Wilburn

Deepest Thanks to Our Dedicated Team 
of Volunteer Counselors and Supervisors!
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SCCC Staff 

Gail Wilburn, LMFT, LPCC, 
Executive Director

Robert Mendelsohn, LMFT, 
Clinical Director

Emily Beach, 
Advancement Manager

John Berndt, Clinical Program Manager

Lisa Cash, LMFT, 
Weekend Clinical Coordinator

Robbyn Coffey, 
Director of Administration

Kim Cookson, PsyD, Director, 
Trauma & Resiliency Training & Services

Eleanor Curry, MD, 
Consulting Psychiatrist

Marianne Diaz, Director, Outreach Services

Richard Dowaliby, 
Weekend Front Desk Manager

Moj Farazian, LMFT, 
Director, The Abuse Prevention Program

Nick Fisher, 
Communications Manager

Alyssa Gagnon, Advancement Assistant

Sharon Hanson, 
Supervising Accountant 

Kathryn Heymann, LMFT, 
Client Contact Coordinator

Marisa Ice, LMFT, 
Assistant Clinical Director

Gene Lichtenstein, LMFT, 
Weekend Clinical Coordinator

Alyssa Mass, Director, 
School Based Program & Best Practice 
Parenting Program

Tamara Satterwhite, 
Administrative Coordinator

Lucy Sloninsky, MD, 
Consulting Psychiatrist

Kyle Swan, Accounting Manager

Jonathan Vickburg, LMFT, 
IT Administrator

Angela Wallace, LMFT, 
Clinical Adviser

Melinda Vyvyan, LMFT, 
Outreach Program Coordinator

Arezou Yashoua, LMFT, 
Clinical Client Coordinator

Blake Young-Fountain, 
Client Contact Coordinator

Vadym Zhyrov,
Client Contact Coordinator

Photo credits: Jonathan Vickburg, 
Fresh Focus Photography

SCCC Board of Directors

Margo Peck, Chair

Audrey Hanneman, Vice Chair

Grant Abramson

R. Scott Buckland

Janet K. Daily

Patricia Flumenbaum

Ron Franco

Lora Fremont

Mason Funk

Dorothy Jackson 

Saul Janson

Jesse Lainer-Vos

Sandra McClean

Michael Perlis

Mary Ann Rosenfeld

Gregory C. Scott

Peter Smuts

Thomas Smuts

Nancy Steiny

Your Support 
Means the World to 
Our Clients and 
Volunteers!


